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I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Saundra Solum at 6:01 p.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present:  Mayor Saundra Solum.  Council members Karen Folstad; Trent Turner; Chad Rohland; Heather Edgington.

Staff Present:  Administrator Jana Elton, Utilities Director John Sylling, City Attorney Greg Schieber, Rebecca Charles from the Spring Grove Economic Development Authority, City Engineer Tim Hruska.

Guests Present:  Marcus Coleman, Linda Donoghue, Megan Jones, James Moxley, Miranda Moen.  Kaitlyn Longhauser from Fillmore County Journal, Rachel Stock from the Caledonia Argus and Deputy Calvin Nagel.
II. ADOPT AGENDA
Council member Rohland requested to make an addition to the agenda for an update to the Corner Liquor Store to old business.

Administrator Elton requested to make a change to the Resolution 23-32 under new business to instead read as a discussion regarding options about 117 Main Street West.
Council member Folstad motioned to move to accept the agenda with changes, seconded by Council member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
III. CONSENT AGENDA
Council member Turner motioned to adopt the consent agenda, seconded by Council member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. OPEN FORUM:  Each person wishing to speak will have two minutes for comments.
None.

V. OLD BUSINESS
Sherburne Gronne Dekar update.
Administrator Elton gave the update that the city is waiting for all information to be submitted before moving forward but items are still in motion to move forward.
Log cabin in Trollskogen Park estimates including history of cabin.
Administrator Elton spoke about the history of the cabin.  Rebecca Charles from the Spring Grove Economic Development Authority stated she took photos of the cabin and will look for grants to possibly help with this project.
Update on the Corner Liquor Store.

Council member Rohland gave an update that the last date will be June 30th, 2023 and things are starting to wind down in preparation for closing.
VI. NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 23-32; 117 Main Street West; Megan Jones property.
City Attorney Greg Schieber discussed several options for the council to consider with hazardous property.  Property owner Megan Jones and her architect Miranda Moen discussed their plans with the council.  
Council member Turner said he agrees with the current process with them working on getting estimates to move forward. Council member Rohland expressed he would like to use the one process that Schieber discussed, which was an order to have a timeline to have the work completed.  Council member Edgington said she agrees with the order to get a timeline in place to make sure our retail stores do not sit without anything being done with the property.  Council member Folstad said she is okay with the current process with them working on getting the estimates.  
Schieber explained that if the council did lean towards the order that this can be extended if needed or even cancelled.  Schieber also mentioned that the city could hire a third-party inspector to give his expertise on the status of the property if the property owner gives permission for them to enter the premises.  Council member Folstad asked if Jones would be willing to share her information with the city from her inspector.  Initially, she asked to sleep on it prior to giving an answer and then she stated she would be willing to share this information.  She stated the list is very long and it may have to go in different phases, it may not all be done at once.  Mayor Solum asked Schieber to continue with the process and we will add it to next month’s agenda.
Approval for plans and specifications for 1st Street SW project.
City Engineer Tim Hruska presented to the council the plans and specifications for the project.  The water main dead-ends currently and they plan to extend that water main to loop through to the other existing mains.  New water services, new sewer, new storm sewer other than the east end which was done around 1999 and does not need to be completed at this time.  The project cost is 1.22 million.  This also includes the portion of the street in front of the church on 1st Avenue NE which will include new curb gutter, fix the sidewalk and reclaim the road and re-lay.  This project is slated to start this fall but may not be complete until spring.  In the bid for approval will be two completion dates.  One would be in the fall of this year and the other completion date would be next year in July 2024.  Hruska said bidding it now and locking in the numbers still keeps it locked in for 2024.
Council member Rohland motioned to approve the plans for WHKS with new check valves on homes that need them, seconded by Council member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

Vacant Building Registration Program.
Rebecca Charles from the Spring Grove Economic Development Authority gave a presentation on the Vacant Building Registration Program.  The purpose of this program is to keep businesses from sitting empty for many years and/or if the building is in poor shape, to have it torn down.  The property owners for commercial or industrial zoned areas will register with the city if a building becomes vacant so the city is aware of the situation. The property owner would need to show they are actively looking for a new tenant.  If there are structural issues with the building, it will need to be addressed by either fixing the issues or taking the building down if necessary.  The council discussed if this were to become an ordinance, there needs to be more questions answered and to investigate legalities that would make sense prior to moving forward with this item.
Possible ambulance lease agreement with Caledonia.
Council member Folstad explained there are talks with the City of Caledonia over taking over the lease of the ambulance bay here in Spring Grove.  If they decide to do this, they need to know there is somewhere for the ambulance to be housed and what terms would be in that lease.  Council member Folstad made a motion that the current space will remain available.  The lease agreement will remain the same with two additions.  The City of Caledonia will need to pay one-third of the gas and electricity and will need to provide proof of liability insurance.  Seconded by Council member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

Update city website design; city website regulations regarding news tab.
Administrator Elton explained at the last Economic Development Authority meeting that it was recommended for the city to investigate a new user-friendly website.  Elton spoke to our current website developer, and she mentioned if the council would like these changes, she would need examples.  Mayor Solum and Council members Rohland and Edginton said they would look at other cities and look at examples.
Dust control for EDA (Economic Development Authority) gravel roads.
Administrator Elton explained that the city paid for the dust control was accidentally paid for two years ago and recommended the EDA pay for the dust control this time.  Mayor Solum commented that the EDA proposed to split this with the city.  Mayor Solum made a motion for the dust control to be split with the EDA, seconded by Council member Edgington.  Council member Rohland commented that this again is another thing that was not in the budget for this year and since the city paid the full one last time, this one should be the EDA’s responsibility.  Mayor Solum commented that she felt this is partially a city responsibility to pay half.  Council member Edgington said she feels this would show good faith to the property owners.  All in favor; Mayor Solum, Council members Folstad and Edgington.  Council members Turner and Rohland, nay, motion carried.  
Chamber requesting to close Maple Drive from the corner to just past Rockfilter for Uffda Fest October 7th, 2023.
Council member Rohland motioned to approve closing Maple Drive from the corner of Main Street down just past Rockfilter on October 7th, 2023, seconded by Council member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

Consider waiving permit fee for demolition for last standing hardware store building.

Council member Turner motioned to approve waiving the permit fee, seconded by Council member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Animal control position.
Administrator Elton said the animal control position is paid through the end of July.  The council advised Elton to post the job opening.

Motel Tax Forfeiture; 301 Main Street West.

Administrator Elton explained the few different options the city could get this property back.  The council advised Elton to inform the county that the city is interested in this but the city needs more information to make a decision as to which way is the best route to obtain the property.
Set budget meeting dates.
July 12th at 7 p.m. at city hall.  The following scheduled dates will be scheduled at that time.
Proposal of annexation of new land into the city.
Administrator Elton proposed a question from a private party would like to purchase property a mile out of Spring Grove and to have that property annexed into the city.  This land would have about 7 buildable lots.  The city would be responsible for annexing in also the right of ways and would have to maintain the gravel road for which the property is on.  The council agreed that they felt this was not a good decision for the city.  If the private party would like to meet at a special closed meeting with the council to discuss further, the council is open to facilitating that meeting.

Two new computer towers and one new monitor for office staff.
Administrator Elton informed the council that two new computer towers and one new monitor are needed immediately as the computers are not functioning properly.  IT has recommended we get new desktops versus laptops.  
Council member Rohland made a motion to approve up to $5,000.00 to replace a minimum of the 2 towers and one monitor but if we can get all new computers and towers that are needed for that amount to go ahead, seconded by Council member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

Zoning Permits.
Administrator Elton provided a list of zoning permits to the council.  No questions or concerns from the council.
VII. ORDINANCES/POLICIES
Chapter 710 Recreational Vehicles
Administrator Elton explained to the council that there are a few ordinances that need to be reviewed and amended due to the fact that the city ordinance could possibly contradict current state law.  Council advised Elton to look into possible changes and bring back for council review.
VIII. MAYOR/COUNCIL:  Items brought up by mayor, council, or attorney for discussion only. No action will be taken at this meeting on these topics. 
What’s Happening in Spring Grove, July 19th, 7:15 p.m. at the Spring Grove Movie Theatre.
Mayor Solum explained the school, the city and the EDA will all be presenting at the theatre to help answer several questions the public has been inquiring about.
Next Regular Meeting will be held July 18th, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  
Council member Turner informed the council that if the city were to received the Congressional Directed Spending funds, that the city would have to bond for 25% of the project.

Mayor Solum said she met with LaCrosse Fabricating and they are interested in explanding and adding a new location in Westby, Wisconsin and adding more jobs.  LaCrosse Fabricating would like to give a tour to council members.  LaCrosse Fabricating is also concerned about the 60 mile per hour sign by their driveway and requested this to be looked into possibly expanding the slower speeds by their facility.

IX. MEETING REPORTS:  A synopsis of any board meetings, committee assignments or other events attended by any council member since the last council meeting.
1) EDA  -  Mayor Solum commented that they are still working with the two applicants who are interested in a new restaurant in Spring Grove.  The hold up is trying to find financing.  The sale of an EDA lot to Mark Borreson will be closing this week.  There is one EDA lot left for sale.
2) Parks – Administrator Elton commented about the fundraiser for the pavers for the courts project.  Two memorial trees will be going into Viking Park on Wednesday. Council member Rohland added that there is a possible fundraiser coming in the fall at the Fest Building which would be a distillery, brewery, wine and chest Festival.  If this event goes well, it may be an event held annually.
3) Planning and Zoning – Council member Turner mentioned that we went over permits and have been continuing to work on the ordinance review.
4) Library – Council member Folstad commented there are a couple volunteers starting this summer. The J. Ryan Stradel event went well with 42 people in attendance.  The foreign film did not turn out so well, so this will wait until fall to try again.  Lacrosse Story telling event 62 people attended.  The summer reading program kick off was the 14th and 64 attended.  Paul Bunyan Musical will be on June 21st at 10:00 a.m. Thursday Gundersen clinic will be a guest reader.
X. ADJOURNMENT
Council member Turner motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried at 8:23 p.m.
Attest:  Jana Elton

City Clerk/Administrator
