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I. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order by Mayor Saundra Solum at 6:00 p.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present:  Mayor Saundra Solum.  Council Members Karen Folstad; Chad Rohland and Trent Turner. Not present Heather Edgington.

Staff Present:  Administrator Jana Elton and Utilities Director John Sylling.  City Financial Advisor Mike Bubany via telephone.

Guests Present:  Kaitlyn Longhauser from the Fillmore County Journal, Rachel Stock from the Caledonia Argus, and Eileen Carter.

II. ADOPT AGENDA

Council Member Turner motioned to adopt the agenda, Council Member Folstad seconded, all in favor, motion carried.
III. CONSENT AGENDA

Council Member Folstad motioned to adopt the consent agenda with two changes.  One a date change in the minutes from last month and two the addition of accepting a new committee member Mitch Primus to the Parks and Recreation Committee, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. OPEN FORUM:  Each person wishing to speak will have two minutes for comments.
NONE.

V. PUBLIC HEARING

Consider re-zone application from Commercial to Residential for Parcel 260010000.  This area of concern is 112 Division Avenue South.
Council Member Rohland motioned to open the Public Hearing; Council Member Turner seconded that motion.
Property owner Eileen Carter requested from council to rezone her property residential from commercial.  Stating that this property has been used as a residence since 1879.

Council Member Turner motioned to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Council Member Rohland.

Council Member Folstad motioned to approve Resolution 23-39 Granting Rezone Request from Commercial to Residential, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
VI. OLD BUSINESS
Resolution 23-37 Order of Repair or Razing of Hazardous Building; 117 Main Street West

Administrator Elton gave an update that she was informed this process is still moving forward but it may take another 30 to 60 days.  Council discussed tabling this until the purchase agreement is completed and then pass the resolution linking this to the new property owners.  Reasons for this change is the city still needs to assure the hazardous building is razed. Mayor Solum asked Elton to make sure the new property owner will be aware of this resolution.
Sherburne Gronne Dekar Development Agreement
Administrator Elton reported that City Attorney Greg Scheiber is looking over the contract to become familiar with the terms.  No further contact from Sherburne’s yet to move forward as far as the Public Hearings for the preliminary plat.  
Website Design update
Mayor Solum requested to table this until next month when Council Member Heather Edgington is back to discuss her findings.
Village Motel Tax Forfeiture; Memo from Economic Development Authority; 301 Main Street West
The council discussed this item and decided if there are other parties interested in this property it may be best suited for the city to refrain from obtaining this property.  Council Member Turner motioned to pass on this opportunity to obtain this property at 301 Main Street West, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Minnesota Department of Transportation speed limit signs on the east side of Spring Grove

Administrator Elton passed along information obtained from Courtney Bergey-Swanson that the Minnesota Department of Transportation did speak with her and denied the request currently to move the 60 mile per hour sign past the LAX Fabricating driveway.
Resolution 23-38 Distributed Energy Resources and Net Metering Rules and Governing

Council Member Rohland motioned to approved Resolution 23-38 Distributed Energy Resources and Net Metering Rules and Governing, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Animal Control Renegotiations

Administrator Elton relayed requests from Isaak Solum, the current animal control officer.  Solum is requesting a $75.00 boarding fee to be implemented, collected by the city and paid to him.  This fee will take care of the boarding facility.  Solum also requested $1,120.00 for kennel panels for kennel construction.  Mayor Solum requested adding an additional liability clause to the contract also for the property owner to not hold the City of Spring Grove harmless. Council member Rohland motioned to add the $75.00 boarding fee to the city’s fees and to be collected by the city and issued to Solum, approve the $1,120.00 for kennel panels and to add an additional clause to not hold the City of Spring Grove Harmless if our attorney Greg Scheiber feels that needs to be added, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
Radar Speed Limit Sign Quote

Council reviewed the radar speed sign quote from WHKS.  Council discussed trying to borrow Houston County’s radar speed sign more often when available and utilize that option as long as possible.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:
Financing Recommendations; Mike Bubany 
City Financial Advisor Mike Bubany informed the council as to the approach he is taking that he feels is best for a new bond for 1st Street SW, 1st Avenue NE and new Automatic Water readers.  This approach is a bidding process and part of a rate public scale.

Council Member Turner motioned to adopt Resolution 23-40 Setting Sale Date, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
Zoning Permits
Council reviewed all new zoning permits issued with in the last month with no additional questions.
Increase Water rates 3.0% and increase Sewer rates 3.5%.

City Financial Advisor explained to council member that the rates will need to increase for water and sewer.  This can be done now or at the beginning of 2024.  Council member Rohland motioned to increase water rates 3.0% and sewer rates 3.5% starting January 1st, 2024, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
Consider rezoning parcels 260009000 and 260008000 from Commercial to Residential

Mayor Solum explained to council members as to how they voted earlier to rezone parcel 260010000 to residential from commercial.  Solum relayed that the Planning and Zoning Commission also recommended for council to consider rezoning the last two remaining parcels to residential.  Council Mayor Solum directed Elton to schedule a public hearing at next month’s council meeting.
EDA lawn mowing expenses

Mayor Solum explained to the council that the EDA is overpaying for lawn mowing services.  They used to own 10 acres and are only down to 1 acre.  They are paying the majority of the city’s lawn mowing and feels the city should be paying the majority of this share verses the EDA.  Solum recommended to Elton to obtain more information as to how many properties the city owns, and compare to the fees being charged.  If it comes to having to renegotiate a contract with the lawn mowing company, that may be an option to consider.  Elton will bring more information back to council at next month's meeting.
Small Cities Development Program; memo from Courtney Bergey-Swanson
Council discussed the possibility of applying to have this study completed to see if Spring Grove would qualify.  Administrator Elton relayed to council to be mindful that there is a lot of paperwork behind the scenes that will happen along with this project that last for years that would fall on the Deputy Treasurer as extra duties.  Elton stated a smaller number of homes would be workable but if it gets to be a lot of homes or commercial buildings it could add a lot of work on the Deputy Treasures job duties.  Mayor Solum recommended that more information could be determined after the study comes back.  Council Member Rohland motioned to move ahead with the study for $1,000.00, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
VIII. ORDINANCES/POLICIES
Policy PU-11-00 Solar; Regarding Distributed Energy Resources and Net Metering
Council member Rohland motioned to approve Policy PU-11-00 Solar; Regarding Distributed Energy Resources and Net Metering, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Chapter 104 Fees, Licenses and Permits

Council member Rohland motioned to adding a $75 boarding fee per night for animal control, remove photos in accident or police reports, remove police reports, and add in all new solar fees.  Administrative fee $125, Solar permit $750.00, Application fee $200, Verification process $125 and all other fees, if applicable, are the responsibility of the qualified facility, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
IX. MAYOR/COUNCIL:  Items brought up by mayor, council, or attorney for discussion only. No action will be taken at this meeting on these topics. 
Mayor Solum spoke about Senator Tina Smith visiting our city last week and toured the city of Spring Grove.

Mayor Solum advised council that Administrator Jana Elton and John Sylling are both salary and both work a lot of overtime.  Although overtime is expected in these positions, Solum stated if they are scheduled to work late night meetings or plowing snow and if they already had a planned scheduled day off that week and they have their hours in, they will not need to use paid time off.  Solum stressed that it is not allowable to work longer hours to not use paid time off, this is only for scheduled hours that are necessary.  This is also not a reason to work longer hours to leave early on Fridays.  This can only be implemented within the same work week.  

Next Regular Meeting will be held September 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  
X. MEETING REPORTS:  A synopsis of any board meetings, committee assignments or other events attended by any council member since the last council meeting.
1) EDA  -  Mayor Solum gave and update that they are working at trying to get new restaurant owners and working on obtaining the Spring Grove Herald Building back.
2) Parks – Council Member Rohland stated that there is a Driftless Drafts, Wine and Spirits Tasting Event happing during Uff Da Fest on October 7th at the Fest Building.  Tickets will be printed and sold soon.  Paver fundraiser will also end on that date.  
3) Planning and Zoning – Council Member Turner stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission spent a lot of time going over ordinance review.
4) Library –Council Member Folstad gave an update that Jana Halverson will be attending the MLA in the cities and doing reveal libraries on-line.
XI. ADJOURNMENT
Council member Turner motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:34, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
