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I. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Saundra Solum at 6:00 p.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present:  Mayor Saundra Solum.  Council Members Karen Folstad and Trent Turner.  Council member Heather Edgington arrived at 6:11 p.m. Not present Chad Rohland.

Staff Present:  Administrator Jana Elton, Utilities Director John Sylling, Lyn Solberg.

Guests Present:  Kaitlyn Longhauser from the Fillmore County Journal, Rachel Stock from the Caledonia Argus, Mike Bubany, City Financial Advisor, Russell Gerard.

II. ADOPT AGENDA

Council Member Turner motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
III. CONSENT AGENDA

Council Member Folstad motioned to adopt the Consent Agenda, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. OPEN FORUM:  Each person wishing to speak will have two minutes for comments.
Rachel Stock from the Caledonia argus informed the council that this is her last meeting as she is moving on to another assignment.
V. PUBLIC HEARING

Consider re-zoning from Commercial to Residential for Parcel 260008000, 124 Division Avenue    South and Parcel 260009000, 118 Division Avenue South.
Council Member Turner motioned to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
The public is given the opportunity to speak. No comments.
Council Member Folstad motioned to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

Council Member Turner motioned to approve Resolution 23-42 Granting Rezone Request for Parcels 260008000, 124 Division Avenue South and Parcel 250009000, 118 Division Avenue South, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
VI. OLD BUSINESS
Bond Sale results; Approve the Sales Resolution for bond bids with Mike Bubany.
Mike Bubany, the City Financial Advisor discussed with the council the bond bids, the bond process and offered some recommendations to the City for possible opportunities for the City to look into for bond proceeds.
Council Member Turner motioned to approve Resolution 23-43 Providing for the Issuance of Sale of $1,835,000 General Obligation Utility Revenue and Disposal System Bonds, Series 2023A, pledging for the Security Thereof Net Revenues and Levying a Tax for the Payment Thereof, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

Update regarding Sylling alley; survey.
The Council discussed finishing and moving forward with this project as planned.  The survey is scheduled for Thursday, September 21, 2023.  The alley is budgeted to be completed in 2025.  The city will continue to maintain the alley as it has in the past.  There was a concern voiced by Russell Gerard regarding the property owned by John Sylling.  Gerard stated the rocks along the side of the garage are on the alley and strategically placed to possibly roll under his tires as he passes by.  The Council stated that when they have drove by, they did not notice this.  The city inadvertently acquired this alley by means of public use and maintenance.  The city did not maintain the rocks along Sylling’s garage.  Only the area that the city has maintained, and the public has been using, is of relevance at this point until the new alley is completed.  The new alley is planned to be 1 rod wide or 16.5 feet wide. The alley will be moved south from Sylling’s garage approximately 11 feet and will have a slight bend in the alley up towards Gerard shop and Farmer’s Winn Coop.  Council Member Edgington asked Mr. Gerard if he would agree to moving forward along with the City on this project or if this will continue to cause issues in the future.  Initially Gerard was not in agreement with the Council.  After further discussion by Council Member Edgington with Gerard, she stated the city is accommodating his wishes by granting the appropriate width of an alley for him to easily get to his building.  Council Member Edgington again stated the previous Council, and the current Council are doing their best to be accommodating to all landowners in this situation.  Council Member Edgington asked Sylling if he would be able to put some stakes in the ground after the survey is completed to show where the public can drive.  Mayor Solum asked if this is agreeable to Gerard and he stated, “it’s getting better”. 
Resolution 23-37 Order of Repair or Razing of Hazardous Building; 117 Main Street West. 
Administrator Elton updated the Council that the building is currently in transition to be sold to a new owner.  Elton recommended this item to be put on hold until we have the new owners.  Mayor Solum recommended tabling this Resolution until the property is sold and issue this Resolution with the new property owners.
Website Design update.
Elton updated Council that Robin Bartell from Top Dog can most likely accommodate most changes using our current website.  She just needs an exact list pinned down as to what the Council would like for changes.  Council Member Edgington recommended a separate working session along with Bartell to come up with ideas.  Mayor Solum recommended having a joint meeting with EDA and Council in January to work together to collaborate on new ideas and then to bring those ideas to Bartell.
EDA lawn mowing expenses.
Mayor Solum relayed information to Council that the EDA has less acreage to be mowed with lots being sold.  The city will decrease the total amount given to the EDA each year for lawn mowing by $3,000.
Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Program Grant; Trollskogen Log Cabin.
Elton received information from the Grant program.  Grants are not available for this project unless it is part of the Historical Society.  The Council can decide to enter this building into the Historical Society.  If the Council decides to take that route, all decisions need to go through and get approval from the Historical Society.  If the building were to be part of the Historical Society, then the city could be eligible for grants.  Elton explained that if grants were to be received, the city may not receive a full grant for the entire project and the city will need to pay for the remainder.  Elton explained Habitat for 
Humanity has been contacted and several other avenues with no success thus far. Council discussed putting a story in the newspaper to see if there would be a group or organization out there who may be interested in taking this project on as a donation, or as a last resort, someone who may be interested in relocating the cabin.
VII. NEW BUSINESS:
Consider removing exterior windows and doors installed during Covid from Trollskogen cabins.
Elton relayed to the Council a request to remove windows and walls from the cabins and there has been an increase in vandalism due to kids hiding inside.  Mayor Solum requested to table this for the Council to take a trip down prior to the next meeting to look over.  John Sylling said they can keep the windows open for the time being.
SHIP Grant (Statewide Health Improvement Partnership); Parks and Recreation $6,000.
Elton stated that the City was a recipient for the SHIP Grant.  $1,000.00 was for signage for the new Pump Track.  $5,000.00 was for 4 new picnic tables for the overnight parking area.

Zoning Permits.
The council reviewed zoning permits with no concerns.

Recommend hiring Shawn Buckland as Building and Grounds Custodian/Meter Reader at Step 8 according to the 2023 step structure.
Elton explained that starting at Step 8 is not standard.  Due to Shawn Buckland having extensive experience, Step 8 was being recommended.  Council Member Folstad added that she read the policy that the Director or the Head of the Department can determine where they fit based on needs and experience as far as where to start someone.  Elton did inform the council that this could cause the need for more clarification in the Pay Equity Report later this year.  Council Member Folstad said that when you do the Pay Equity, that you can also explain the reasons why this was decided this way and at that point they can decide if they agree or disagree.  Council Member Folstad motioned to hire Shawn Buckland at a Step 8, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, Council Member Folstad yay, Council Member Turner yay, Mayor Solum yay.  Council Member Edgington abstained. Motion carries.
AMI (Advanced Metering Infrastructure) Water meter project; approval of the customer notification letter.
Council Member Folstad motioned to accept the customer notification letter, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
Accepting Resignation and Declaring Vacancy from City Council, Council Member Chad Rohland. 
Mayor Solum relayed that due to personal reasons, that Council Member Rohland has turned in his resignation.  Solum wanted to thank Council Member Rohland for everything that he has done and stated he will be staying through the November Council meeting.  

Council Member Turner motioned to accept Resolution 23-44 A Resolution accepting Resignation and Declaring a Vacancy, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.  Any person interested in this position can submit a letter of interest to City Hall prior to the October 17 meeting and the council will discuss it at the next meeting.  This person appointed will serve until the end of 2024.
VIII. BUDGET

Resolution 23-45 Approving the Proposed 2024 Levy.

Council Member Turner motioned to approve Resolution 23-45 Approving the Proposed 2024 Levy, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

Set Date for Truth in Taxation Meeting – December 19, 2023, 6:00 pm.
IX. ORDINANCES/POLICIES
Chapter 140 Curfew Ordinance; Noon and 10 p.m. whistle complaints.
Elton explained there have been complaints regarding the whistle complaints.  The council advised Elton to see if this question can go on the next ballot.

Chapter 710 Recreational Vehicles; amendments.
Elton advised the Council that the amendments are in accordance with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources OHV Regulations.
Council Member Folstad motioned to approve Chapter 710 Recreational Vehicles amendments including the brief publication approval for newspaper, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
Chapter 1500 Water; updated edits.
Elton explained to the Council that several edits were apparently completed years ago for Chapter 1500 Water but were never actually adopted.  Those changes are included but the main change was with the new water meters being installed, a penalty being adopted for noncompliant residents. Water may be shut off and/or a $50.00 fine applied per week.

Council Member Turner moved to accept Chapter 1500 Water, updated edits including the brief publication approval for the newspaper, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried. 
Chapter 310 Regulating the Sale of Tetrahydrocannabinol Products.
Elton recommended the Council to adopt this ordinance due to changes and new businesses looking to come to Spring Grove.  At the beginning of next year, the State may be regulating this, if this is the case, this will only be in effect in the interim.  

Council member Turner motioned to accept Chapter 310 Regulating the Sale of Tetrahydrocannabinol Products, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

Updated Policies.
3-10  Council Member Folstad motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.
3-30  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

4-00  Council Member Turner motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

4-05  Council Member Turner motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

4-14  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

4-15  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

5-00  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

5-10  Council Member Turner motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.

5-20  Council Member Folstad motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

5-25-1  Council Member Turner motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.

6-50  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

A-1-00  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

A-1-05  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.

A-2-00  Council Member Edgington motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

A-3-15  Council Member Folstad motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
A-5-15  Council Member Turner motioned to approve updates, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Solum advised Chart in the Policies was not readable in Council Packets, add to next month’s agenda.

X. MAYOR/COUNCIL:  Items brought up by mayor, council, or attorney for discussion only. No action will be taken at this meeting on these topics. 
1. Next Regular Meeting will be held October 17, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  
2. Mayor Solum mentioned that Uffda Fest is coming up the week of October 1st through the 7th of October.  A full week to show support to Spring Grove.  There is a sheet you can fill out to win different prizes. There are several activities happening that weekend.  There will be a walk/race that the Fitness Center is putting on that is 328 feet long.  Almore Matteson will also be celebrated that weekend by singing at the school.  Scholar Dollars will be selling pies.  There are raffle tickets being sold for alumni and lions.  Details can be found at Uffdafest.com.
XI. MEETING REPORTS:  A synopsis of any board meetings, committee assignments or other events attended by any council member since the last council meeting.
1) EDA  -  Council Member Edgington reported that the EDA is still working out details on the old Herald Office Building.  The EDA is applying for some grants with some answers on those by November.  There is more interest in Norskis and Docs.  Spoke about the EDA and lawn mowing.  Mayor Solum added that the committee was created the Task Force to investigate housing.  Solum recommended trying to find some citizens who may be interested in joining this group.
2) Parks – Elton updated the Council regarding the Paver Fundraiser for the courts that will be coming to an end October 9th.  So far, approximately half of the previously budgeted $35,000.00 has been raised.  The Parks and Recreation Committee visited a few parks and came up with a list of items that need repainting, replacement, or upgrades.  Grants are in the works for these upcoming projects.  

Elton did pose the question as to what her role is when it comes to fundraisers for Parks and Recs being the Clerk/Administrator.  The council recommended the commission puts these fundraisers on with the Administrators guidance.  Mayor Solum recommended it is possible to help if the time is available.  Council Member Folstad recommended that if the committee wants to do this, the committee can organize and carry out the functions together.  If the Administrator does not have the time available, then that needs to be voiced to the committee and they need to follow through.  The city will print materials if needed.
3) Planning and Zoning – No meeting this last month.
4) Library –  Not meeting this last month.
XII. ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Turner motioned to adjourn at 7:55, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
