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I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Saundra Solum at 6:00 p.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Present:  Mayor Saundra Solum.  Council Members Karen Folstad, Trent Turner, Heather Edgington, Chad Rohland, and Michael Hagen.

Staff Present: Jana Elton, Administrator and Courtney Swanson, Economic Development Authority (EDA).

Guests Present:  Michelle Gulbranson, Rachel Udstuen, Rose Korabeck from the Caledonia Argus, Kaitlyn Longhauser from the Fillmore County Journal, Sheriff Brian Swedberg, Deputy Storm Davis, Rachel Storlie.




II. ADOPT AGENDA

Council Member Rohland motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.
III. CONSENT AGENDA

Council Member Turner motioned to accept the Consent Agenda, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. OPEN FORUM:  Each person wishing to speak will have two minutes for comments.
Mayor Saundra Solum introduced the new Council Member Michael Hagen who will be filling Council Member Chad Rohland’s seat starting December 19, 2023.  Solum thanked Council Member Rohland for his contributions to the City Council and for representing the City of Spring Grove.

V. OLD BUSINESS
Trollskogen Park White Log Cabin Update.
Administrator Elton informed the Council that an ad was placed in the Fillmore County Journal asking for any organizations who may be interested in repairing the cabin or removing the cabin from its present site to contact her.  Elton added that next week an article regarding the history and future of the cabin will be published in the Caledonia Argus.
EV Charger installation charges; Invoice.
Elton asked the council where they would like to take the funds from to pay for installation of the EV Charger at the Fest Building that was not budgeted for.  It appeared the discussion took place in 2021 but the adding to the budget never followed forward.  Council Member Rohland motioned to take funds from the Electric Fund to pay the invoice to Viking Electric, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

USDA Loan and grant for a new fire truck.
Trent Turner explained to the council that he had more plans to bring forward to the meeting, but plans fell through earlier today.  Turner said that he plans to keep moving forward to work towards a new fire truck, but he needs to obtain more information first before bringing it back to the council.
VI. NEW BUSINESS:
Sheriff Brian Swedberg; Houston County Sheriff’s Department Quarterly Report.
Sheriff Swedberg updated the Council on the activity over the last quarter and answered the Council’s questions.

Cannabis; Houston County Ordinance No. 15
The Council discussed the new Houston County Ordinance and discussed with Sheriff Swedberg how they plan to enforce this ordinance.
Smoking in city parks.
Mayor Solum asked to table this agenda item until next month as she would like to obtain more information as to how other cities manage no smoking in parks.
Letter from Spring Grove School regarding water rates.
Council and Rachel Udstuen, Spring Grove School Superintendent, discussed the unusually large water bill for the football field due to a dry summer, extra watering of the field and sprinklers not functioning properly.  
Council Member Edington motioned to decrease the rates to a Step 4, bringing the amount down to $5,974.03, seconded by Rohland.  All in favor, Council Member Edgington and Council Member Rohland.  Council Member Turner nay, Council Member Folstad, nay, and Mayor Solum nay, motion did not carry.  
Council Member Rohland motioned to decrease the amount down to a Step 3, bringing the water bill down to $4,089.00, for this year only, seconded by Council Member Edington.  All in favor, Mayor Solum, Council Member Folstad, Council Member Edgington, Council Member Rohland.  Council Member Turner, nay, motion carried.
Remove all or make 15-minute parking spaces on the South side of Main Street from 1st Avenue SW to 3rd Avenue SW to relieve congestion for wide-load vehicles.
The Council discussed this with Rachel Udstuen, Spring Grove School Superintendent, and decided to leave all parking on the south side of Main Street from 1st Avenue SW to 3rd Avenue SW as is.  Udstuen discussed with the Council recent studies showing narrower streets create less accidents.

Remove No Parking During School Hours signs and change to 30-minute parking in front of Trinity 2nd Avenue NW.

The Council and Rachel Udstuen, Spring Grove School Superintendent, discussed the pros and cons of the parking situation and the confusion of why the current signs are not being enforced.  Council Member Turner motioned to change the signs in front of the Trinity Center to 1 hour parking during school hours, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Replace 15-minute parking signs with No Parking signs, north end of the block for 2nd Avenue NW

Council Member Turner motioned to change to no parking on the north end of the Block for 2nd Avenue NW, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Western Son Invoices for Commercial Rebates.

Elton presented invoices from Western Son submitted for Commercial Rebates.  Council questioned Elton if these rebates had been applied for new construction in the past.  Elton did not have an answer as this has not come up during here time at the city but stated it does not specify in the ordinance itself.  Elton read the ordinance to the Council and stated that it also should be energy savings for both the customer and the city.  Council Member Rohland said that all items appear to be energy savings and motioned to 

approve up to $5,000.00 for Western son, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
117 Main Street W; SGREF 119-129 W Main St, LLC; Resolution 23-49 Order of Repair or Razing of a Hazardous Building.
Council Member Turner motioned to approve Resolution 23-49 Order of Repair or Razing of a Hazardous Building, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

Aquatic Center Report.
The Council members discussed the success of the aquatic center this past summer and requested for a report be provided to council after each season for updates.
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization (LBAE) meeting or Open Book Meeting and refer to County Board of Appeal and Equalization (CBAE).
Council Member Karen Folstad motioned to using the Open Book Meeting and refer to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization (CBAE), seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.

Revised Development Agreement between the City of Spring Grove and SGREF 119-129 W Main Street LLC.
Courtney Swanson, EDA, advised the Council that when this agreement was first signed, it did not include the additional parcel that has been purchased since that date.  This is a formality to add this additional parcel to be eligible for a TIFF District redevelopment funding.  Council Member Rohland motioned to approve the Revised Development Agreement between the City of Spring Grove and SGRED 119-129 W Main Street LLC, seconded by Council Member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.
Federal EDA Economic Adjustment Assistance grant memo for industrial park improvements.
Courtney Swanson, EDA, explained the grant to Council.  Because of the Northern Engraving lay-offs, the city is now in a position to be eligible for Federal Funds to try and help other areas develop.  These funds could be used to purchase more industrial land and can be used to complete streets within the general industrial lots.  Swanson requested the Council to consider moving forward with an RFP to try and receive grant funding.  Council Member Rohland motioned to move forward with an RFP for grant fundings, seconded by Council Member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.

EDA Directors Report.
Courtney Swanson, EDA, will add to the monthly agenda the EDA Directors Reports in the packets so the Council members can stay abreast of what has been going on.  The last month has centered around the layoffs at Northern Engraving and supporting the new local restaurant in town, Fiesta Rosita.  Swanson suggested if there are any questions, to review the reports each month and reach out to Courtney with any questions.  Mayor Solum reminded that the EDA is supporting a town meeting that will be held next Monday night, November 27th at the Spring Grove Cinema where the EDA, City, Commercial Club, School, and a few others will be giving updates on what is happening in Spring Grove.

Update and request for clean-up/demo reimbursement on the downtown redevelopment project.
Courtney Swanson, EDA, briefly went over the memorandum in the Councils Packet.  Swanson updated the Council as to how the process is moving forward with building the Hardware Store and the hurdles the Real Estate Fund is facing with this project.  Swanson mentioned she will be meeting with “Do it Best” brand for a potentially interested party next week.  Swanson explained that currently, there is no identified tenant.  Swanson provided a spreadsheet of the sources and uses and explained each item on the spreadsheet and which grant can be used for each item.  Swanson asked for reimbursement to the Real Estate Fund for $141,481.00 for cleanup to date.  Council Member Turner expressed how the $250,000.00 was supposed to go for expenses incurred, which included administrative fees, anything we had to fix for the city, the fire department and there is none of those included in the sources and uses, all $250,000.00 is allocated to the Real Estate Fund.  The Council discussed the $50,000.00 allocated for cleanup from Bud Mulqueen’s insurance.  Swanson explained those funds were used to purchase Megan Jones’ building.  Council Member Rohland said he would like those funds to be re-allocated where they should be and to reduce the $141,481.00 by $50,000.00 to make the reimbursement $91,481.00.  Council Member Rohland said he wanted to make sure that we are doing this reimbursement correctly because we are dealing with State grant money.  The Council recommended Elton gather more information for the next meeting.  Council Member Folstad motioned to approve $91,481.00 for reimbursement to the Real Estate Fund, seconded by Council Member Turner, all in favor, motion carried.
Zoning Permits-none.
VII. ORDINANCES/POLICIES
Ordinance 1100-E Accessory Buildings, Structures and Uses.  Specifically, regarding tents; Rachel and David Storlie.
Administrator Elton explained to the council that she recently requested Rachel and David Storlie to remove their tent as it was not following city ordinance.  Storlie’s did remove the tent but requested to be on the agenda to speak about this ordinance to see if they could be an exception.  Rachel Storlie presented the history regarding the tent and that she feels this ordinance may be open to interpretation.  In 2019 Storlie’s acquired a Civil War Style re-enactment tent.  The Storlie’s consider this tent more of an outdoor gathering space, remote office, friend gatherings and appreciate the outdoors with a temporary roof over their head while working on projects and more.  Storlie’s question is if this type of tent fits the scope of this ordinance.  After much discussion, Mayor Solum recommended passing this along to the Planning and Zoning Commission for further discussion.
VIII. MAYOR/COUNCIL:  Items brought up by mayor, council, or attorney for discussion only. No action will be taken at this meeting on these topics. 
Next Regular Meeting will be held December 19, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
Council Member Rohland took a moment to thank everyone for his time on Council and voiced his appreciation for all the help that he has received.  Rohland wished the new Council Member Michael Hagen the best of luck in his new role.

Administrator Elton informed the Council that Stephanie Jaster, who was working on the AED grants, did receive confirmation that Tweeten Foundation did approve paying for the remaining amount for the AED’s that we were seeking.  Elton and the Council thanked Stephanie for all her hard work on this project.
Elton also informed the Council that resident Bobbi Holland nominated our local volunteers from the Fire Department to receive free goods from the company she works for, Stanley Black & Decker, also known as Dewalt.  The Spring Grove Fire Department was chosen as the recipient and will receive $2,500.00 worth of free tools.

Elton requested to make a correction that the Council may have misspoken in a previous meeting where it was mentioned that another Northern Engraving location was closing.  Elton received feedback that the comment is not true, the Council wanted to make that correction noted and apologize if we have received incorrect information.
Elton informed the Council that the City of Mabel sent a Thank You card for the donation of Christmas Decorations for their Street Lights.

Council Member Turner wanted to Thank New Age Tree Service for their work on the Christmas Lights in the Park.  Lighting of the Park will be Friday, November 24, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

IX. MEETING REPORTS:  A synopsis of any board meetings, committee assignments or other events attended by any council member since the last council meeting.
1) EDA  -  Mayor Solum said the EDA discussed expansion of the EDA lots and the last lot may potentially be sold soon.  
2) Parks – Administrator Elton spoke about the paver fundraiser and have now raised $17,066.00.  The Pump Track at Trollskogen will be starting soon.  Nicholas Bjerke will try and get some volunteers to help create the track with signs being ordered soon.  Mitch Primus, member of Parks and Recreation, is working on a new updated Frisbee Golf course, all is dependent on grants.
3) Planning and Zoning – No meeting.
4) Library – No meeting.
X. ADJOURNMENT
Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.

Respectively Submitted and
Approved on November 21, 2023

Attest: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​








Jana Elton, City Clerk/Administrator
