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I. CALL TO ORDER 

Regular council meeting called to order by Mayor Saundra Solum at 6:02 p.m. by leading with the pledge of allegiance.

Council Present:  Mayor Saundra Solum. Council members; Karen Folstad, Chad Rohland and Heather Edgington.  Not present:  Trent Turner.

Staff Present:  Administrator Jana Elton.  Utilities Director John Sylling.

Guests Present:  Kaitlyn Longhauser from Fillmore County Journal, Rachel Stock from the Caledonia Argus, Nate Sherburne, Kim Sherburne, Doris Sherburne, Curt Schroeder, Stephanie Gulbranson, Brock Elton.
II. ADOPT AGENDA

Council member Rohland motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Council member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.

III. CONSENT AGENDA

Council member Folstad motioned to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Council Member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. OPEN FORUM:  Each person wishing to speak will have two minutes for comments.
V. OLD BUSINESS
Sherburne Gronne Dekar update.
Nate Sherburne gave his presentation for Gronne Dekar.  Mr. Sherburne answered several questions from the council.  Council elected to hold a special meeting to discuss this project in further detail after the city confers with their financial advisor.  Meeting is schedule for May 30th at 7:00 p.m.

Top Dog; business owner concerns regarding flower garden in front of business and snow removal.
Council discussed the business owners concerns regarding the flower garden.  Mayor Solum read the previous background study done prior to the trees and flower pots being placed along main street.  Solum stated according to those studies, trees do increase foot traffic.  Council decided to take no action at this time.

Feral cats update.
Council read an email from Amanda Myhre who works for the city as animal control.  The council had several questions where they would need to speak to Ms. Myhre.  No decision could be made therefore, requested for Ms. Myhre to attend the next special meeting which will be held on May 30th at 7:00 p.m. 
Radar speed trailer from Houston County update; coming in June.
Administrator Elton informed the council that the radar speed sign from the Houston County Sheriff’s office will be coming in June when it becomes available.

VI. NEW BUSINESS:
Zoning Permits.
Council reviewed the new zoning permits issued this last month with no questions or concerns.

Approve Summer Rec Employees.
Council member Rohland motioned to approve Summer Rec Employees, Gabe Klug, Sam Klug, Ben Udstuen, Ezra Griffin, Jada Strinmoen, Kody Moore, Jessica Morken, Alisha Solum, seconded by Council member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.

Pump Track approval, mountain bike trails at Trollskogen Park (non-motorized).
Council member Rohland informed the council as to the project the Parks and Recreation has been working on which includes creating a pump track, a non-motorized mountain bike track, to the back of Trollskogen Park.  Council member Rohland made a motion to approve a Pump Track to Trollskogen park, contingent on insurance approval, seconded by Council member Edgington, all in favor, motion carried.
Log cabin at Trollskogen Park repairs.
Administrator Elton discussed the quotes for repairs.  Mayor Solum wanted to find more information on where it’s from and who donated it.  Solum tabled this discussion until more information is obtained about the building and will discuss again next month.

Circus is coming to town August 9th, Syttende Mai committee asking permission to use the grass area up by the pool and would need water access and dumpsters.
Council member Folstad motioned to approve, seconded by Council member Rohland, all in favor, motion carried.

Miles Schulte would like to donate trees and plant in Trollskogen Park.
Administrator Elton advised the council that Mr. Schulte would like to donate about a dozen oak and walnut trees to Trollskogen Park and have the 4-H kids plant.  Council member Rohland motioned to approve the planting of trees at Trollskogen Park, seconded by Council member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
Recommendation to Hire Additional Swim Center Staff: Elijah Solum, Madalynn Rasmussen and Mariah Edgington.
Council member Rohland motioned to approve the hiring of Elijah Solum, Madalynn Rasmussen and Mariah Edgington, seconded by Council member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.  The swimming pool is scheduled to open on June 5th, 2023.

Audit review with Thomas Olinger, CPA from Abdo Solutions via Zoom at 7 p.m.
Tom Olinger gave a presentation to the council regarding the 2022 audit.

VII. ORDINANCES/POLICIES
CHAPTER 104- D LICENSES: Ordinance amendment; amending Off-sale and On-Sale liquor license fees.
Administrator Elton explained the fees and recommended changes.  Council wanted more information as to what other cities charge for licenses.  Tabled until the special meeting on May 30th, 2023.

CHAPTER 104-FEES, LICENSES AND PERMITS; amend wording to include more definitions.
Administrator Elton explained residents are pouring cement patios or cement pads without getting a permit.  After speaking with them, they are saying they did check our ordinance and it didn’t say they needed one.  Elton advised council to change the wording in the ordinance to include cement pads and or anything that may cover ground.  That way they are at least checking with city hall prior to projects to see if they need a permit or not.  Council member Rohland motioned to approve the new working of adding cement pads or anything that covers ground, seconded by Council member Folstad, all in favor, motion carried.
VIII. MAYOR/COUNCIL:  Items brought up by mayor, council, or attorney for discussion only. No action will be taken at this meeting on these topics. 
Next Special Meeting will be held May 30th, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.

Next Regular Meeting will be held June 20th, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  
Council member Folstad asked Utility Director John Sylling if there are new flags to be put out on the end of town.  Sylling said they will be replaced this week.  Council discussed changing them twice a year versus once a year due to the worn conditions of the flag, maybe in the spring and fall.
Administrator Elton informed the council that the office staff will not be attending the annual meeting held in Duluth this year.  Due to Elton being gone during that time and these meetings were not budgeted for this year.  This has been added to be budgeted for next year and the office staff plans to go in rotation to these meetings each year.

IX. MEETING REPORTS:  A synopsis of any board meetings, committee assignments or other events attended by any council member since the last council meeting.
1) EDA  -  Mayor Solum updated council that the EDA has a lot of projects on hold and they are waiting for things to work themselves out.  Example is the EDA did not get a grant to build the patio homes but they plan to reapply.  The EDA plans to coordinate another retail challenge to try and attract businesses to town.  Mark Borreson will be purchasing a EDA lot and the other EDA lot also has an interested buyer.
2) Parks – Council member Rohland updated the courts renovations that are in motion and explained the planned fundraising.  There will be a tent set up at Syttende Mai for fundraising for selling some of the pavers for the fundraiser.
3) Planning and Zoning – Mayor Solum discussed Mark Borreson’s plans for building on the EDA lot.  Mike Loken was issued a permit to build a new home.  
4) Library – No meeting this month.
X. CLOSED SESSION:  Personnel review.

Per employee in question, Administrative Assistant Stephanie Jaster requested this remain open to the public.

Administrator Elton read the grievance filed against the city which escalated to mediation.  During mediation the city offered a resolution which was offered to Ms. Jaster.  Ms. Jaster was given some time to decide and on May 9th, 2023, she accepted the offer.  The offer accepted was for Ms. Jaster to remain at 15 hours a week with full benefits to continue for 3 months.  The grievance was then withdrawn.

XI. ADJOURNMENT
Council member Rohland motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 p.m., seconded by Council member Folstad, all in favor, motioned carried.

Attest:  Jana Elton

City Clerk/Administrator
