                                                                        
SPRING GROVE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2022, 6:00 PM
Spring Grove Communications, Room 100


Mayor Solberg called the August Spring Grove City Council meeting to order at 6:00 pm by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Present: Mayor Scott Solberg, Council Members, Karen Folstad, Chad Rohland, Travis Torgerson and Trent Turner. 

Staff present: Administrators Julie Amundson and Jana Elton.

Guests present: Charlene Selbee with Fillmore County Journal, Rachel Stock with Caledonia Argus, Courtney Bergey Swanson with CEDA, and Kathy Taylor.

ADOPT AGENDA
Council Member Rohland moved to adopt the agenda, seconded by Council Member Turner, all 
voted in favor, motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA
Council Member Rohland moved to approve the consent agenda with a correction of the numbering of Resolution 22-34. On the agenda it is listed as 22-37. Seconded by Council Member Torgerson, all voted in favor with the correction, motion carried.

OPEN FORUM
Rachel Stock, Editor of The Caledonia Argus requested name tents be placed in front of each of the Council Members, so she knows the name of the person speaking.

OLD BUSINESS
Administrator Amundson read Resolution 22-34, explaining this is an interim agreement with Houston County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) to provide service during the time Chief Folz is on PTO. Council Member Rohland moved to adopt Resolution 22-34, with the stipulation there is no more than 40 hours per week of service provided. Seconded by Mayor Solberg, all voted in favor, motion carried.

Courtney Bergey Swanson from CEDA was present to explain the memorandum on the DEED Grant. Currently there is a Request for Proposal (RFP), and the DEED Grant, for the Roverud Quonset area. There is a twostep process the city should consider. First to have an Environmental Study that would take between two and four weeks to complete. The cost would be approximately $2,500.00 and would be the City’s expense to incur. This expense would also be an eligible expense toward the DEED Grant. This study would need to be done if the site is ever to be developed.

Phase two would be to writing up a purchase agreement after receiving the results from the Environmental Study. This would involve the Planning and Zoning Committee to assist with the Planned Unit Development (PUD). 

Council Member Rohland expressed on how much of the expense the City of Spring Grove would be responsible for. Swanson explained that the developer would be responsible for 50% of the development expenses.  The City would be responsible for the remaining 50% which would be eligible to be used towards the DEED grant. 

Mayor Solberg moved to proceed with Phase I, the Environmental Study, with the funds to come out of the contingency fund unless there are any other areas that could cover the cost.  Council member Torgerson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Council member Folstad started a conversation concerning the Spring Grove Ambulance and its future.  Area of concern is lack of volunteers and the possibility that we may have to be open to the city taking more responsibility for the service in order to keep the ambulance service within the city.  Currently, 50% of the income comes from donations.  Otherwise, volunteer ambulance services are running at 10% capacity.

Council Member Rohland moved to approve the closing of Maple Drive for Uffda Fest on October 7th and 8th.  Seconded by Mayor Solberg, all voted in favor, motion carried.

MAYOR/COUNCIL
Financial Planning meeting will be held on September 14, 2022, starting at 5:00 pm at the Fest Building with Mike Bubany and Tim Hruska.
.
The regular monthly Council meeting will be held on September 20, 2022, starting at 6:00 pm in the SGC Room 100.

MEETING REPORTS
EDA – No meeting
PARKS & REC – Talked about planting trees in Viking Park. Will be harvesting trees in Trollskogen Park, on the west side of the overnight parking area. Talked about creating a mountain bike trail after the trees are removed from that area. Discussed possibilities of repairing the basketball courts/pickle ball courts and adding restrooms in that area.
PLANNING AND ZONING – Continue working on comp plan. Provided guidance to Patrick Longmire on a possible relocation and explanation for his business.
LIBRARY – Discussed the shared space with the local school and the school would like to be involved in future discussions. Local author Ardys Brevig Richards will be doing a book signing on August 18th at 6:30. Summer reading program is finished for the year, but still doing crafts at Music and Market.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Working on writing grants.

ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Rohland moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:42 pm, seconded by Council Member Torgerson, all voted in favor, motion carried.

Respectfully submitted.


							Attested by: _____________________________
							Julie Amundson
							Clerk/Administrator








